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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the generic and specific names 
of Palaeopropithecus ingens G. Grandidier, 1899, universally in use for a subfossil 
lemur from Madagascar. The names are threatened by the unused senior subjective 
synonyms Thawnastoleniur FWhol, 1895 and T. grandidieri Fi\ho\, 1895. 



1 . Filhol ( 1 895, p. 1 3) proposed the new generic and specific names Thaumastolemur 
grandidieri for a primate on the basis of a distal humeral fragment recovered in 1 868 by 
Alfred Grandidier at the subfossil site of Ambolisatra, in southwestern Madagascar. 

2. Guillaume Grandidier (1899, p. 345, fig. on p. 346) proposed the name Palaeo- 
propithecus ingens for a partial mandible from the nearby site of Belo-sur-Mer and in 
1 900 (p. 2 1 6) added to the hypodigm further mandibular fragments from Ambolisatra. 
Since that time authors have universally used the name Palaeopropithecus ingens for the 
species represented by the mandibular specimens from Belo and Ambolisatra, and an 
extensive literature has accumulated that employs this name. 

3. In 1902 (p. 498) G. Grandidier synonymised Thaumastolemur grandidieri Wiih. 
the prior name Megaladapis madagascariensis Major, 1894 (p. 16, based on a nearly 
complete skull and mandible of another taxon, a large subfossil lemuroid from 
Ambolisatra). Grandidier repeated this synonymy in 1905 (p. 54). Between the latter 
date and 1990 the name Thaumastolemur grandidieri was to our knowledge never used 
once apart from being listed as a junior synonym of M. madagascariensis. Trouessart 
( 1 897, p. 54) seems to have been the last author to cite Thaumastolemur as a valid name. 
The holotype of Filhol’s species apparently went unstudied subsequent to its mention 
by Grandidier (1905). 

4. In later years the formerly vexed question of the association of the cranial and 
postcranial elements of the skeleton of Palaeopropithecus was satisfactorily resolved 



56 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49(1) March 1992 



both by the efforts of Carleton (1936) and Lamberton (see, for example, 1947), and by 
the discovery of an almost complete associated skeleton (MacPhee et al., 1984). 

5. Recently, Vuillaume-Randriamanantena ( 1 990) has relocated the holotype distal 
humerus of Filhol’s (1895) Thaumastolemur grandidieri^ no. 1906-17 in the collections 
of the Institut de Paleontologie in Paris. Her study of this element shows that, rather 
than belonging to Megaladapis madagascariensis, it represents the species known 
universally in the literature of this century as Palaeopropithecus ingens. 

6. If this conclusion is accepted, as we believe proper, Palaeopropithecus ingens 
G. Grandidier, 1899 becomes a junior subjective synonym of Thaumastolemur 
grandidieri Filhol, 1895. However, allowing Filhol’s never-used name to replace the 
long-entrenched Palaeopropithecus ingens would result in considerable confusion, and 
would violate the criteria of stability of nomenclature (Articles 23b and 79c of the 
Code). This is particularly the case since the name Palaeopropithecus is not only 
widely cited in the specialized systematic literature but appears in literally hundreds of 
citations in the extensive secondary literature, in several languages, on primate biology. 
Among major primary works using the name Palaeopropithecus are Standing (1908), 
Saban (1963) and Tattersall (1982). Texts and works of reference in wide current use 
that employ this nomenclature include Simons (1972), Fleagle (1988) and Martin 
(1990). A list of a further 19 references showing usage of the name is held by the 
Commission Secretariat. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the following names for the purposes of the 
Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy: 

(a) the generic name Thaumastolemur Filhol, 1 895: 

(b) the specific name grandidieri Filhol, 1895, as published in the binomen 
Thaumastolemur grandidieri; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Palaeo- 
propithecus G. Grandidier, 1899 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy 
Palaeopropithecus ingens G. Grandidier, 1899; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name ingens 
G. Grandidier, 1899, as published in the binomen Palaeopropithecus ingens 
(specific name of the type species of Palaeopropithecus G. Grandidier, 1899); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Thaumastolemur Filhol, 1895, as suppressed in (l)(a) above; 

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology 
the xidimQ grandidieri Filhol, 1895, as published in the binomen Thaumastolemur 
grandidieri and as suppressed in (l)(b) above. 
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